NEWS FROM LON DON 


Here is some news about social struggles in London, and 
elsewhere in Britain, in November and December 1991. We 
hope that you will circulate this information, and also send 
us information about struggles in your area. We also hope 
that where possible people will try and build direct 
international links with those involved as part of the 
emergence of a world-wide anti-capitalist movement. 


Write to: Box LN, 121 Railton Rd, London, SE24 
or 56a Info Shop, 56 Crampton St, London SE17 


WOMEN 


@In November, up to 3000 women marched in London to 
mark International Day to End Violence Against 
Women. They demanded the release of Sarah Thornton, 
Karinjit Ahluwalia and Amelia Rossiter, who all killed their 
husbands in self-defence. 


INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY 


® Monday November 18th 1991: Picket of Olympic 
Airways and the Greek Embassy in solidarity with the 
schools occupations movement in Greece, and in particular 
with anarchists and others arrested in state repression. 
(International Solidarity Network, cio 56a Crampton 
Street, London SE17, Anarchist Black Cross (London), 
BM Hurricane, London WCIN 3XX, Anarchist Black 
Cross (Athens), 8 Aristidou Street, 10559 Athens) 


LESBIANS AND GAY MEN 


®Sunday 1 December 1991: Eleven members of the lesbian 
and gay group OutRage were arrested for disrupting a 
service at St Michael's Church, Belgravia, London. The 
Reverand Christopher Guiness from the church has been 
offering courses to "cure" lesbians and gay men of 
homosexuality. OutRage say they will continue their 
protests until he stops. 


OutRage received national publicity in November when 
they leafleted a school in North London with a leaflet 
called "What should you do if a friend tells you they are 
lesbian or gay?". They were highlighting the lack of 
information about homosexuality given in schools. A recent 
Health Education Authority survey of teenagers showed 
that only 18% reported any mention of lesbian or gay 
issues in their sex education. 

(OutRage c/o London Lesbian and Gay Centre, 67-69 
Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6BP) 


@On 7 December, nearly 2000 people protested in Preston, 
Lancashire in support of local lesbian and gay youth 
groups. Funding for some local projects has been 
withdrawn by the Lancashire County Council. 


RACISM/ANTI-RACISM 


®@As part of the moves towards "Fortress Europe", the 
British government is planning new racist laws to make it 
harder for refugees to settle here. If the "Asylum Bill" 
becomes law, refugees will only have 48 hours to make an 
application for refugee status. These applications will be 
processed and usually rejected in a matter of days. 
Refugees will lose the right to legal aid, which means that 
most will be unable to afford legal assistance. All refugees 
will be fingerprinted, part of a process of criminalisation. 
Airlines will be forced to act as immigration officers- the 
fines for carrying people without travel documents will be 
doubled to £2000. 


® Sunday November 10th: 3500 people took part in an 
Anti-Fascist Action demonstration in Bethnal Green, East 
London, against racist attacks. AFA also organised a 300 
strong demo against fascist paper sellers in Brick Lane on 
October 26th. Later the same day, Richard Edmonds (a 
leader of the British National Party) was ambushed and 
beaten up near Kings Cross Station. 

(Anti-Fascist Action, BM 1734, London WCIN 3XX ) 


©The visit of French National Front leader Jean Marie Le 
Pen to Briiais at the beginning of December was marked 
by a number of protests. The largest was on Friday 
December 6th, when Le Pen was speaking at a dinner 
organised by the right-wing Wesiern Goals group at the 
Charing Cross Hotel in London. Between one and two 
thousand people demonstrated outside the hotel. 12 people 
were arrested as people tried to break through the cordon 
of police protecting the hotel. Demonstrators blocked traffic 
in the Strand and around Trafalgar Square. 


HEALTH 


@November 30 1991: AIDS direct action group ACT-UP 
(AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power) staged a protest in 
Piccadilly Circus, central London to mark World AIDS 
Day. People blocked traffic before setting off on a 
spontaneous march, which was stopped by the police. 12 
people were arrested. 

(ACT-UP London, BM 2995, London WCIN 3XX, 
telephone 071-490-5749) 


©9/12/91: health workers in Barnet demonstrated against 
cuts in local community health services- they marched in 
Finchley, the constituency of Margaret Thatcher, MP. The 
next day there was a demonstration outside Charing Cross 
Hospital by workers opposed to Riverside Health Authority 
cuts that could lead to the loss of 1000 jobs and 400 
hospital beds. 


On Friday 12th December there was another protest at 
Charing Cross Hospital, against Gregory Lauder-Frost, 


operations manager of Riverside Health Authority. Lauder- 
Frost is also the director of the Foriegn Affairs Committee 
of the right-wing conservative Monday Club. In a recent 
newspaper interview he called for black people to be 
expelled from Britain. 


PRISONERS 


®On December Ist, there was a picket of Highpoint prison 
in support of imprisoned Gulf War resister Vic Williams. 
On the same day about 100 people protested in London, 
demanding his release. Vic refused to fight in the war and 
deserted from the army. While on the run he spoke at anti- 
war meetings. He was sentenced to 14 months in jail by a 
military court in September 1991. 

(Write to: Vic Williams, LE 3363, HMP Highpoint, 
Stradishall, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 9YG. 

Vic Williams Defence Campaign, 265 Seven Sisters Rd, 
London N4) 


®December 21st: 80 prisoners clashed with prison officers 
at Full Sutton prison on Humberside. They refused to 
return to their cells for two hours. 


®120 people have been jailed for non-payment of the poll 
tax, for up to 3 months. About 100 people were also jailed 
after the Trafalgar Square poll tax riot of March 31st 1990. 
Six of them are still in jail. Please send them messages of 
support: 


Brian Tavares MV3239, HMP Camp Hill, Clissold Rd, 
tewport, Isle of Wight, PO30 SPB. 

Tim Donaghy MW0105, HMP Downview, Sutton Lane, 
Sutton, Surrey, SM2 5PD 

Matt I.ce MWI1054, HMP Featherstone, New Road, 

Featherstone, Wolverhampton, WV10 7PU (due to be 
released in January 1992) 

Simon Russell ND1666, HMP The Mount, Molyneaux 

Ave, Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP3 ONZ 

Mark Hutchings MW2737, c/o TSDC, 506 Brixton Rd, 

London SW9. 

(Poll Tax Prisoners Support Network, c/o 506 Brixton Rd, 

London SW9, telephone 071-738-7586) 


POLL TAX 


@Although the government has announced that the poll tax 
is to be abolished, people are being told that they will have 
to continue paying it until a new local government tax ("the 
Council Tax") is introduced. Resistance to the poll tax, 
including mass non-payment is continuing. 


Poll tax bailiffs can scize people's goods for not paying the 
tax. In December bailiffs (called Sheriff Officers in 
Scotland) planned to enter up to 300 homes in the Glasgow 
area. Resistance meant that they were only able to enter 
one of the targetted homes. Up to 1000 people went on to 
the streets of the Springburn area of the city. 29 people 
were arrested during the protests, and 300 people 
surrounded a police station demanding their release. 


@ The trial has started of some of the 15 people facing 
serious charges after a poll tax demo in Colchester in 
March 1990. If convicted, some of the defendants could 
face up to 10 years in jail. 

(Colchester 15 Defence Campaign, c/o Terry Peach, 
Secretary, Anti-Poll Tax Union, AEU Halls, Barrack Street, 
Colchester, Essex) 


HOUSING 


® The government is considering new laws that would 
make some types of squatting a criminal offence for the 
first time. This comes at a time when there over a third of 
a million homeless people in the UK, 150,000 in London. 
There are about 50,000 people squatting, 30,000 in 
London. SQUASH (Squatters' Action for Secure Homes) 
has been established to organise opposition to any new 
laws. Local groups, such as Camden Squatters Group and 
Lambeth Housing Action have also been set up. 
(SQUASH, 2 St Paul's Road, London NI 2QN, tel: 0424- 
714895, fax: 0424-754375) 


@On Saturday November 9th three empty houses owned by 
Prince Charles and managed by the Duchy of Cornwall 
were entered and occupied near Yeovil, Somerset. The 
action was carried out by people from Bristol] Housing 
Action and Bristol Class War, and was widely supported 
by local people. The houses have been left empty for two 
years while the owners wait for house prices to rise before 
they sell them off. 50 police smashed their way into the 
occupation and arrested 12 people. 

(Bristol Class War, PO Box 772, Bristol BS99 IEG) 


e@ Around 150 people joined a lively march through 
Hackney on December 21st, called by Hackney Housing 
Campaign. They demanded an end to the criminalisation 
of squatting, rent rises, mortgage repossessions and slum 
conditions. 


STUDENT OCCUPATIONS 


In November and December a wave of protests swept the 
colleges. More than 20 colleges were occupied, some for 
up to four weeks. The longest running occupation was at 
London's Middlesex Polytechnic where five of the 
college's seven sites were occupied. In many other places 
there were protests such as demos and canteen boycotts. 
Grievances included low student grants, high rents and 
canteen prices, and overcrowded educational facilities. In 
some places (e.g. Glasgow Polytechnic and Thames 
Polytechnic, London) occupations won reductions in rent 
and canteen price rises. A combination of court action 
against students and the start of the Christmas holidays 
meant that the movement has now died down. The 
underlying issues of student poverty and education cuts 
remain however, and fresh protests are likely in the New 
‘Year. 

(incite- radical Middx Poly students magazine- c/o Enfield 
Student Union, Middlesex Polytechnic, Queensway, 
Middlesex EN3 4SF) 


